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Junior Division
What if a person you knew committed suicide? Suicide is such an ugly word. ” What happened? Why would that person do ‘that’? Was it something I did? “. So many questions would be asked and no one but the person who died would know the answer to these questions. If only the dead could talk. What if, just what if, you were in some way responsible for that person’s death and told you about it a few days after their death? No, that person did not come back as a spirit; this book is not a ghost story. That person used audiotapes to record their own voice right before they did ‘that’. Yes, audiotapes are those black rectangular thingies that no one listens to anymore.  So, what would you do?
High school student Clay Jensen did not know what he was getting into when he found a shoebox-sized package sitting on his front door step. Inside it, seven audiotapes. Each side of the tapes were numbered from 1 all the way to 13. So what exactly was on those tapes? The voice of a dead girl who did ‘that’ a few days ago. “Is this some kind of sick joke?” were the words that ran through his head as soon as he knew whose voice was on the tapes. It was a girl, the girl, who swallowed a handful of pills two weeks ago, Hannah Baker and now she is saying that Clay had something to do with her death along with a few other people. Clay could simply ignore the tapes and continue with his life, not knowing what happened to that girl. But he didn’t. There were two rules to Hannah’s little game. First, you have to listen. Second, you pass it onto the next person that followed your story. If someone goes against those rules, the tapes will be released to the public and everyone would know the truth. Of course, the truth will not hurt Hannah since she was already dead. I guess you could say that those tapes were a special kind of suicide note. The kind where only the people responsible for her death would know about. Clay was just a shy guy, the type that people would call the ‘nice guy’. What did he have to do with Hannah Baker’s death? We will get to that a bit later. First, let me begin with the first few reasons why Hannah did ‘that’.
First, she was betrayed. Not once but multiple times. Backstabbing, feeling cheated, bad rumors, fake friendships, witnessing rape and even being raped herself. Hannah experienced all these things and not once did those people responsible for those actions knew that it was their fault that she died. Well, until they received Hannah’s tapes. I know what you are thinking but Clay did not do any of those horrible things. In fact, he did nothing bad to Hannah at all. Instead, he was the only person who could have saved Hannah. When Clay came into Hannah’s story, she was losing it. Losing hope. A lot of bad things have already happened to her and only a little more were needed until she gets pushed off the edge. Clay could have saved her from that. He could have talked to her about it and he did. But it was not enough. Why?

 This was how Hannah put it: You did not try hard enough.
This was how Clay put it: You did not reach out to me.

After Clay, Hannah gave up and started looking for a reason. A reason to kill herself and she found it. 

Who was at fault? 

Clay knew from then on that he could not go back and make different decisions to change the future. All he could do now was to continue on.

What lessons can be learnt from this book? The answer is already at the back of the book: You can’t stop the future. You can’t rewind the past. The only way to learn the secret… is to press play. Oh, and don’t kill yourself. But in all seriousness, this is a truly amazing book. I am not saying this because I need to write more words but because this is actually the best book that I have read in my entire life. I am probably exaggerating. I am the type of person that would immediately read an online summary of a book before I have even finished reading it. But I could never bring myself to do that for this book. I don’t know why this book is so different from other books. Is it the plot? Is it the way it was written? I don’t know. All I know is that this book is one of the best books that I have and will ever read.
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